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A History of Epidemics in Britain, from A.D. 664 to the Extinction of the
Plague. By CHABLES OBEIGHTON, M.A., M.D., formerly Demonstrator
of Anatomy in the University of Cambridge. (Cambridge : University
Press. 1891.)

The Great Pestilence (1848-9), now commonly known as the Black Death.
By FRANCIS AIDAN GASQUET, D.D., O.S.B. (London: Simpkin,
Marshall, Hamilton, Kent, & Co., Limited. 1898.)

THE story of the great pestilence in the fourteenth century lias during
the last twenty years incited the researches of students at home and abroad
with a strong fascination; and the subject is now handled from two
different points of view by Dr. Creighton and Dr. Gasquet. The former
of these writers is a physician, and a specialist as a medical historian ;
the other is a representative of the Benedictine order in England, and
therefore inevitably prone to see things from the point of view of one whose
sympathies are with the past rather than the present, and whoso regrets
are for much that has gone and cannot return. Dr. Creighton is a man
of wide learning whose field embraces much more than could como within
Dr. Gasquet's purview.

To deal with the history of epidemics from the earliest times could
only be possible for a physician whose professional knowledge and
culture had prepared him adequately for his task, whilo even to colleot
the evidence which has been accumulating upon us of late concerning
the incidence of the great fourteenth-century plague required a practised
eye and a practised hand in the art of research. These Dr. Gasquet has
brought to bear with considerable success in carrying out bis task.

As might have been expected, the physician's volume has less to
do with general history than with the varying phenomena of epidemics
from age to age. It investigates rather the origin—the march, the
pathology, and the recorded symptoms—than the social or still less the
political consequences of these terrible outbreaks. Father Gasquet
endeavours to interpret the significance of the phenomena whioh he
brings before us, but the impression which his volume leaves upon
as is that he is much stronger as a collector of evidence than as a
commentator. As a contribution to the apparatus of history the book
ia one of very great value, and deserves to be spoken of with cordial
admiration and respect; but the subject has not yet been exhausted,
and the philosophic historian who can briDg to bear upon it a judicial
intellect with breadth of view and a freedom from bias has yet to
come. Meanwhile Dr. Gasquet has done his work with unsparing in-
dustry, and has given us a monograph which is not only scholarly but
abounds in narratives of thrilling interest. It is not the least of its
charms that when we have got to the end of the volume wo leavo off
with the regret that there is not more. Dr. Gasquet does not spend too
much time in describing the symptoms of the plague. The particulars
which a contemporary—Gui de Chauliac—has left us tell us nearly as
much as we are ever likely to know. Nor does he troublo himself with
conjectures as to its origin ; this is entering upon dangerous ground even
for such a learned expert as Dr. Creighton. Do we misunderstand the
physician's theory? or does he adopt with little or no hesitation the
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theory of Etdenne Fariset, that the plague of Justinian's time originated
in the dissemination of cadaveric poison on a prodigious scale by the
disturbance of vast accumulations of Egyptian corpses in the valley of
the Nile; while the fourteenth-century epidemic is to be attributed to
much the same causes, the pestilence sweeping westward from China ?

Dr. Gasquet seems to assume that the plague was ' altogether novel
in character.' The assumption, though it has been acquiesced in very
generally, is not so certainly to be accepted. It is noticeable that Simon
de Oorvino, a doctor of Paris, who was among those who treated the dis-
ease at Montpelier, calls it pestis inguinaria, and this is exactly the term
applied to the plague which devastated BO large a portion of the globe in
the reign of Justinian,1 and which the Irish annals tell us fell with
tremendous force upon Ireland, as it probably did upon the larger portion •
of the people of Europe at the same time. If we could hope to know as
much of this earlier visitation as we do of the fourteenth-century epidemio,
there is some reason to believe that the two would be found to have been
almost identical in their symptoms, severity, and incidence.

In his remarks upon the origin of the name' black death' the author
apparently is not aware that, as far as England is concerned, this term
is quite modern; that it was unknown among us till the present century,
and that no instance has yet been produced of its employment by any
English writer till Mrs. Markham introduced it into her once popular
' History of England.'

The first four chapters of Dr. Gasquet's volume—occupying about a
third of the whole—are concerned with tracing the progress of the pesti-
lence through the continent of Europe. And these chapters are by no
means the least interesting, as to many they will be by no means tbo
least novel, portion of the story. Muratori, Boehmer, and other great
collections, together with a large number of out-of-the-way books, acces-
sible only to the few, have been laid under careful and intelligent contribu-
tion. The result is that we can trace the progress of the visitation from
east to west with tolerable certainty. We first meet with it in 1840, at
Oaffa, in the Crimea.1 In October 1847 it was raging horribly in Sicily.
In January 1848 it burst upon Marseilles and Avignon; next month it
was at Venice. In April it had reached Pisa, Florence, and Siena. In
July it had got as far as Normandy, had travelled into Austria and
Bavaria, and was on its way to the Baltic lands. In August it had
reached England, and had broken out at Melcombe Begis in Dorsetshire.
There can be no doubt at all that before it appeared among us it had
played frightful havoc in the larger towns through which it travelled,
but we confess to a certain surprise that the wholly incredible round

1 . . . Suiut tempon cum hies Ola quam inguimariam vacant per diversas regioncs
dtsaeviret. . . . Sanctus Qallus rum tantumpro se quantum pro populo suo trepidus
crat. Gregoriua Turon., Hist. Franc, lib. iv. c v. Compare also oh. xxxi., where the
symptoms described are exaotly the same as those with which we are familiar in
the later plague ot 1849. . . .Nam nascente in inguine aut in ascella vulnere in
inodum serpeniii, ita inftdebantur homines illi aveneno, ut die altera aut tereia spiritum
txalareni, <fcc

* It is distressing that we have to give op our old friend Gabriel de Masai as an
eye-witness of the Tartu siege, and Dr. Greighton will not be the last to regret that
the romantic story of the Rood man's escape from the town muit be abandoned.
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numbers which the earlier writers give of the deaths in the medieval
cities should have been accepted by Dr. Gasquet with so little demur.
Haecker's ridiculous statement tha t ' India was depopulated' need hardly
have been repeated ; and when we are told that Venice, Florence, and
Siena each lost 100,000 of their inhabitants, that in Paris 50,000, in
Parma 40,000, and an equal number in Beggio, while in little Lucerne
8,000 succumbed, it makes us almost doubt whether the statistics,
which really do seem to have been drawn up with some care at Bremen, are
to be believed, though in that rich and flourishing city no more than 7,000
are spoken of as having fallen victims to the dreadful scourge.

Dr. Gasquet has done good service in following the same line of
research which in the case of East Anglia led to such notable results a
few years ago. He has examined but few court rolls, but such as he has
had the opportunity of looking into, in Somerset, have strikingly confirmed
and illustrated the evidence which the Norfolk rolls afforded. He has
also done some excellent work among the institution books of Salisbury,
Exeter, Hereford, Winchester, and Bath and Wells. It is to be observed,
however, that the aggregate of deaths among the clergy in the first three
of these dioceses falls short of that which is recorded in the single diocese
of Norwich. In the diocese of Winchester, where the able co-operation
of Mr. Baigent was freely afforded him, Dr. Gasquet's results neverthe-
less appear to be somewhat vague; while again it is probable that a
closer examination of the Exeter registers—edited so admirably by Mr.
Hingeston Eandolph—would have furnished more abundant indirect
evidence than we are here supplied with. Much more remains to be done
in the diocese of Worcester. It is misleading to be told that the county
of Warwick formed part of this diocese. Only the deaneries of Warwick
and Kington belonged to Worcester. The registers of Bishops Braunds-
ford and Thoresby appear to have been passed over; and the huge
diocese of Lincoln, so rich in its stores of documents of all kinds, has
apparently received no notice. Unfortunately the registers of the dio-
cese of London during this period have been lost. It is clear that a
good deal still remains to be done by inquirers in the future, if only
labourers can be found as sagacious, patient, and indefatigable as Dr.
Gasquet has proved himself to be.

If the metaphor may be allowed, it is as a contribution to the apparatus
of ' textual criticism' that the exceeding value of this book deserves our
ungrudging recognition, but where the author wanders into the direction
of ' exegesis' his comparative weakness is apparent. The tendency to
exaggerate the effects of the plague, which is the temptation of almost
any student who has given much time and thought to amass details of
evidence on such a dreadful calamity, has surely led Dr. Gasquet into
theories which cannot stand the test of sober scrutiny. It is a serious
overstatement to assert tha t ' the black death . . . produced nothing less
than a revolution of feeling and practice, especially of religious feeling
and practice.' Even more untrue is it tha t ' it formed the real close of
the medieval period and the beginning of our modem age produced
a break with the past, and was the dawn of a new era.' So far from
this being the case, what nils some of us with wonder is bow little break
there was with the past occasioned by the pestilence. The country was
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hugely overstocked with religious houses, for instance; the population
had been very seriously diminished, and of course the monasteries could
not be supplied with their full complement of inmates. Yet how very few
of them ceased to exist! The latter half of the fourteenth century exhibited
quite a new craze for church-building. Even the mysticism and fervour
which characterised the new literature was only a natural development of
that which had begun before the plague came among us. The inventories
of church goods which Dr. Gasquet alludes to may exist in larger numbers
than I am aware of; but certainly one, at which I have worked a little,
for the archdeanery of Norwich in 1868 indicates anything rather than a
decline in the splendour of the ritual of our parish churches, and anything
rather than a want of liberality on the part of clergy and laity when the
claims of the ecclesiastical edifices appealed to the artistic sentiment of
the people. All this side of the great question, ' What were the effects of
the plague for good or evil upon the nation at large ? ' does not admit of
l>eing treated by polemics starting with a theory ; it can only be possibly
handled by inquirers who have no theory, but who are simply in search of
one forced upon them by evidence not to be gainsaid. Meanwhile we have
only to reflect upon the real and tremendous solution of continuity brought
about by the spoliation of the monasteries, the pillage of the chantries and
collegiate churches, and above all the detestable plunder of the guilds, to
convince us that, compared with this latter series of cruelties, wholesale
vulgar robberies, and barbaric obliterations going on through the length
and breadth of the land, the black death was, after all, but an insig-
nificant calamity. To begin with, the wave of devastation which was
first set in motion by Henry VIII continued with more or less fury for at
least half a century. The plague lasted little more than a twelvemonth.
It was sudden, sharp, and terrible, but it was soon over. The one was
indeed a revolution, the other was a national disaster, but how much
more than that remains to be shown. A. JESSOPP.

The Growth of English Industry and Commerce in Modern Times: By
W. CUNNINGHAM, D.D. (Cambridge : University Press. 1892.)

WITH this second volume Professor Cunningham has completed a task
which has been one of great trouble and for which students of economic
and social conditions owe him very sincere gratitude. He has presented
them with a work which for tho first time places at their hand a con-
tinuous sketch of the development of England on its economic side. As
1 wish to offer some criticisms on the method he has employed and the cha-
racter of his work, it is only fair to take this opportunity of pointing out
the great difficulties which have beset the author in his labours. In this
department of history he has had to rely for the facts of the development
very largely on his own study and investigation, since, as yet, few attempts
have been made in tho direction of specialisation with regard to par-
ticular periods of English economio history. It is due, perhaps, to this
that he has adopted the method of writing bis economio history in what
may be termed parallel columns, a method which, though it may save
a writer some trouble, gives a good deal to the reader, and in addition
has certain grave inherent defects. In the first place it obscures the
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